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Dear Dave Barthelmy 

We continue to collate and describe our purchase of secondary 

minerals and this week we list the colourfull secondary cobalt mineral, 

erythrite from the classic Queensland location of Mount Cobalt. These 

are almost all exceptionally large specimens and with the deposit 

worked out specimens of this quality and size do not appear on the 

market very often. 

Also on the secondary mineral theme there are more mimetite and 

duftite specimens form Mount Bonnie, Northern Territory, Australia.

For the gemstone and decorative enthusiast there are some boulder 

opal specimens from Windorah in Queensland. 

We also have a beautiful and historic specimen of wolframite from the 

classic Korean location of Tae Wah. 

Remember to check out our Useful Links tab to access the 

Encyclopedia of the Earth for information on all aspects of the earth 

sciences. 

Happy collecting 

Susan and Bruce 

  

NB: If you are having trouble displaying the images in this newsletter, you may need to 
click the 'display content' link at the top of your page. Also, adding our email address to 
your address book will in many cases solve the problem. You can also view this 
newsletter by going to our newsletter page, clicking on the + sign, and selecting the 
newsletter you wish to view.

 
Mt Cobalt Mine

The Mount Cobalt Mine is located 153 km south east of the major base metal mining centre of Mt 

Isa in far north Queensland, Australia. Although relatively small by world standards Mount Cobalt 

has been the largest producer of cobalt in Australia and up to 1974 produced nearly 800 tonnes 

of the metal from a line of strike of 335 m. The ore body occurred as a thin tabular body along a 

shear zone between and amphibolite and a mica-quartz schist. 

The sulphide ore mineralogy was quite complex but the primary mineral was cobaltite with that 



mineral supplying both the cobalt and arsenic for the erythrite. 

Erythrite is locally a minor ore of cobalt, with its main use being as a near surface indicator of 

nearby cobalt sulphides. These days most money is spent on it as a mineral specimen. 

Mount Cobalt is well known to mineral collectors as a source of high quality specimens of the 

colorful arsenate, erythrite. These specimens are generally composed of dense mats of acicular 

crystals. These acicular crystals frequently occur as orbicular masses resembling the desert plant, 

spinifex that is so common in the region. 

The erythrite is characterized by its very bright scarlet colour and is often referred to as “cobalt 

bloom”. Having worked in the area Bruce also found it was also known locally as “lairy cobalt”. 

Lairy is an Australian slang term meaning bright and flashy which is an apt descriptor of this most 

attractive mineral and one of the reasons it is so popular with collectors. 

 
New Stock

 

Wolframite, Quartz

Wolframite & Quartz, Tae Wah Mine, South 

Korea.

 

Erythrite

Erythrite, Mt Cobalt Mine, Qld, Australia.
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Mimetite, Duftite

Mimetite, duftite, Mt Bonnie Mine, NT, 

Australia.

 

Miimetite

Mimetite, Mt Bonnie Mine, NT, Australia.

 

Boulder Opal

Boulder Opal, Windorah, QLD, Australia.
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Itinerary

 

September 

Sunday 21st September 2008 

Bushland Shire Festival 

(Hornsby Council) 

Fagan Park, Arcadia Road 

Galston (Sydney NSW)

October 

Saturday 3rd to Monday 5th October 2009 

Gemkhana 

Recreation Area 

Braidwood Rd, Goulburn NSW 
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